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5 I am writing to you today because I have found the draft environmental Impact Statement for the Rawlins Bureau of Land Management 
Resource Management Plan fails to protect the Great divide country’s abundant wildlife, wide-open spaces, key recreational areas, 
historic and scared sites, and its clean water and clear air. Specifically, my concerns with the plan are: Your own document calls for the 
industrialization of a huge swath of the Great Divide County. This plan foresees 8,822 new oil, gas and coalbed methane wells--six times 
the number allowed in old plan—along with the construction of 2,676 miles of road, as well as power lines, compressor stations, and 
other impacts. Critical wildlife habitats—crucial winter range and birthing grounds are not protected in this plan. The plan relies heavily on 
limiting development activity during certain times of the year, such as over the winter or in the spring when animals are birthing—while 
evidence from other parts of Wyoming indicate that these kind of restrictions are not effective. It is known waivers are given too often and 
too easily during these vital times. Your own statistics for your office show this to be the norm in Rawlins, also. With only 11 percent of 
the Great divide Country inventoried, your archeologists and others have identified more than 2,7000 cultural sites, many of which are 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. These conclude that the Great Divide Country contains spiritually and historically 
important areas that represent 12,000 years of human history, but your plan does little to protect these resources. Furthermore, tribal 
communities have not been actively involved in the RMP planning process. The plan opens outstanding Wilderness-quality lands and 
important wildlife habitat such as Adobe Town, Wild Cow Creek and the Pedro Mountains to industrial development. Air pollution would 
double over the next 20 years, degrading visibility creating acid rain, and jeopardizing human health. Significant degradation of water 
quality and accelerated soil erosion is anticipated as a result of the surface discharge of toxic coalbed methane wastewater in the North 
Platte valley and parts of the Red Desert, including he Great divide Basin it’s self. The number of Areas of Critical environmental concern 
has been reduced leaving fossil sites, raptor-nesting areas, and other important natural areas unprotected. I support the Western 
Heritage Alternative for the Great divide. I urge you, the Rawlins BLM Office, to incorporate the Western Heritage Alternative’s balanced 
approach as you develop your new resource management plan for the Great Divide/Rawlins Field Office in south central and 
southeastern Wyoming. The Western Heritage Alternative Calls for the following measures: Protecting Native American respected 
places, as well as historical, archeological and paleontological sites, from industrial impacts. Requiring the oil, gas and coalbed methane 
industry to proceed at a responsible pace, using the best available technology to minimize impacts including directional drilling and 
reinjection of wastewater. Using the best available science to protect sensitive wildlife habitat and watersheds and moving the surface 
impacts of energy development away from big game crucial winter range, calving grounds and sage grouse breeding grounds. 
Conserving sensitive lands like the Powder Rim and Ferris Dunes, which should become Areas of Critical Environmental concern, and 
keeping the ACEC designation for the Shamrock Hills and Como Bluffs areas. Avoiding new oil and gas leasing in the small proportion of 
lands that citizens have proposed as wilderness Study Areas, including Adobe Town, Wild Cow Creek, and the Pedro Mountains.  
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